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PREFACE. 



The following pages are presented to the 
Christian puhlic, hut more especially to my 
own Parishioners and Congregation, IIB a small 
contrihution to the already large and varied devo- 
tional literature of the present day. I am hopeful 
that the special features of the time — than which 
there never has heen in the Church's history, 
on the one hand, one more husy and active and 
on the other, more harassing and distracting — 
may render this instalment anything but unac- 
ceptable. 

T am aware that objections may be taken to 
ike fragmentary character of the work. I have, 
however, designedly made it what it is, intending 
it to be " a thought booky^ which may be used 
as a travelling companion^ — a spiritual " vade 



* " Thoughts take up no room ; when they are right 
they afford a portable pleasure, which one may travel 
with, without any trouble or incumbrance." — Jeremy 

COLLIEB. 
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mecnm," which may supply wholesome food (upon 
the best themes) for the mind when it would not 
otherwise be so well occupied ; at* as a help 
to the religious devotion of the closet, 

I would earnestly make one request of the 
reader, and that is, that he will not lightly lay 
aside this unpretending little book, but persevere 
in the use of it till he has got through it, and 
obtained a grasp of some of its reflections ; and I 
am not without hope that he may find in it " a 
word in season," — " a message from God," which 
will either build him up in his " most holy faith," 
or awaken him to a sense of the value of his own 
soul; and I am the more sanguine of such a 
blessed result, as I have been permitted, through 
mercy, to know of more than one instance in 
which some of these thoughts have been instru- 
mental for good. 

The general tendency of the thoughts is to 
exoblt the atdhority and inspiration of the Bible as 
a revelation from God^ — oppose the Bationcdism of 
this sceptical age, — assert human depravity, — 
point out the value of the soul, — recomm>end tJie 
person and work of Christ as of surpassing 
importance, — declare the necessity of the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, and of daily repentance and 
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faith^ — enforce practical godlineaSj — remind of 
the Joys of heaven and tJve woes of hell ! I know 
these are great themes to treat in so piecemeal a 
way ; and no one can be more conscious of the im- 
perfections of these thoughts than I am. Imper- 
fect^ however, and fragmentary as they are, they 
are the result of a very earnest desire to do good in 
my day and generation, especially among my own 
flock. I cast them, therefore, on the waters, with 
many prayers to the great Head of the Church, 
and in the confident assurance that I shall find 
them, although it be *' after many days." — Ecdes. 
xi 1. 

JAMES RUSSELL. 



WoMBRiDGB Vicarage, 
Advent, 1868. 



P.& — It will be observed that there are 365 
thoughts, — being one for every day in the year ; 
therefore, although they are not arranged to suit 
the several months, the book may be used as a 
daily companion. 
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In issuing a New Edition of this little work, 
the Author has fallen in with the wishes of many 
valued friends who, having used the former 
edition daily^ have suggested that the days of 
the months should be continuously affixed to the 
thoughts. He trusts that this may render the 
book more acceptable to a large class of readers 
who may be in health ; at the same time, he has 
deemed it well to number each thought as in 
the first edition, so that the invalid may, on re- 
ferring to the Index, refresh himself by meditating 
on the various subjects (more than two hundred) 
which are touched upon in these unpretending 
pages. 

St. Phuif's Vicaragb, Shsffibld, 
Advent, 1880. 
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JANUARY I. 



1. We cannot be too poor in sin or 
too rich in grace 1 

JANUARY 2. 

2. We must not look at the great 
mysteries of Revelation through man's 

V spectacles ; they are objects for the eye 
of faith, rather than that of reason. 

JANUARY 3. 

3. The Name of Jesus is the great- 
est moral lever ever brought to bear 

upon the world's well-being. 

A 
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JANUARY 4. 

4. While the world is unaware of 
the privileges of believers, few believers 
themselves seem to realize the great- 
ness of those privileges. 



JANUARY 5. 

5. How marvellous that mankind 
should be so much divided on the sub- 
ject of the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, who is Himself the centre of all 
true unity. 

JANUARY 6. 

6. If parents do not wish to ruin 
their children, they should be specially 
careful not to write damnation on their 
own foreheads, by their daily incon- 
sistencies ! 

JANUARY 7. 

7. There is mystery in every mercy 1 
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JANUARY 8. 

8. If you allow Satan to pluck your 
coat or your gown, and so keep you 
back from the Lord's table once, he will 
attack you more readily another time, 
because with the better hope of success. 

JANUARY 9. 

9. God never has a house, but Satan 
will do his best to obtain a seat ! 

JANUARY 10. 

10. When the grace of Christ has 
entered into a man's hearty he will re- 
joice to entertainHim aa a guest in his 
h(yasey in the person of His minister, or 
the society of the godly. 

JANUARY II. 

11. It is as reasonable to deny to 
God the creatorship of the world, as the 
authorship of the Bible. 
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JANUARY 12. 

12. Christians should not be satis- 
fied with present attainments, either in 
knowledge or the christian graces: 
"the children of this world are wiser 
in their generation than the children 
of light," they are ever reaching after 
deeper scientific knowledge ; so should 
the followers of Jesus grow in the 
knowledge of God's revealed will. 

JANUARY 13. 

13. We who were in our earliest 
childhood baptized in the Name of Jesus 
should in after-life follow in the foot- 
steps of JesuSf and be looking forward 
to spending eternity with Jesus ! 

JANUARY 14. 

14. The christian is a paradox; 
while he mourns that he is a dinner, he 
rejoices that he is a saved sinner ! 
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JANUARY 15. 

15. The world Jlatters only that it 
may crucify ! it is another Jael bring- 
ing forth " butter in a lordly dish" and 
at the same time planning the destruc- 
tion of our bodies and souls, as surely 
and fatally as she drove the nail 
through the head of Sisera. 

JANUARY 16. 

16. It may be fashionable to speak 
lightly of " human depravity/' but the 
case of man must have been desperate, 
or the expensive scheme of redeeming 
love would not have been carried out. 

JANUARY 17. 

17. The union of the Divine attri- 
butes, — Justice and Mercy, — as they 
meet in Christ Jesus, forms a bed of 
down on which the believer may peace- 
fuUy recline in time, assured that it 
will not fail him in eternity. 



SCATTERED SEED. 



JANUARY 1 8. 

18. The safest place for a sinner is 



the foot of the cross ! 



JANUARY 19. 

19. The nearer the believer lives to 
God, the less is he cast down by the 
trials and cares of this life : they affect 
him only as boisterous winds do a weU- 
anchored vessel; he may be tossed 
about, but be is safely anchored in the 
Rock of Ages ! 

JANUARY 20. 

20. We should not repine at God's 
past dealings with us, they are but links 
in the chain, the end of which we have 
not seen. 

JANUARY 21. 

21. Sin is the parent of all suffering. 
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JANUARY 22. 

22. The preacher who does not 
eocalt Christ is a stranger to vital god- 
liness ; knows neither himself nor his 
God, robs the Saviour of His honour, 
and is as spiritually dark as the world 
would be physically if the sun were 
not shining in the firmament. 

JANUARY 23. 

23. The man who has made the 
Bible his rule of life, and Christ his 
pattern, will feel that he has gained 
something in this world, and that rrmch 
more awaits him in the next. 

JANUARY 24. 

24. As surely as *' there is but a 
step between us and death," so surely 
wiU Christ Jesus step between His 
people and eternal death 1 
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JANUARY 25. 

25. Every heart knows its own 
bitterness, and God knows the bitter- 
ness of every heart ! 

JANUARY 26. 

26. It will be our highest wisdom 
to " hear the rod" here, that we may 
not fed its lash hereafter. 

JANUARY 27. 

27. Sin separates man from God 
and man from man ; Grace brings back 
man to God, and unites mankind in a 
holy brotherhood. 

JANUARY 28. 

28. Christians should be earnestly 
and constantly seeking God's teaching 
here on earth, assured that soon the 
great Teacher will advance them to 
the upper form in heaven ! 
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JANUARY 29. 

29. Despisers of our holy religion 
may make a loud boast of their philan- 
thropy ; we may however be assured 
that the man who fears God in Christ, 
possesses the most enduring motives for 
caring for God's creatures. {Luke 
xviii. 4.) 

JANUARY 30, 

30. Faith and Hope should not be 
confounded. There is a remarkable 
difference between them ; there may 
be 2, false hope without faith, but where 
there is real hope, there will be genuine 
faith, ioT faith is the parent of hope I 

JANUARY 31. 

31. Sanctified affliction is the key 
which unlocks many of the precious 
consolations which lie treasured up in 
the promises of God's word. 
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FEBRUARY I. 

32. It is common to dissociate 
commerce and reUgion, as though the 
one were necessarily antagonistic to 
the other, yet it is religion and religion 
alone which suppHes a man with such 
principles as wiU enable him rightly to 
discharge the obligations of commerce. 

FEBRUARY 2. 

33. A holy life is a constant teacher. 

FEBRUARY 3. 

34. K we do not give up our sins 
in life, the author of sin will not give 
us up in death ! 

FEBRUARY 4. 

35. If men would think more serious- 
ly, they would write less flippantly. It 
is well to seek truth expensively ; when 
thus sought, it will be more highly 
prized. 
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FEBRUARY 5. 

36. The offer of salvation is made 
to mankind in this life and this life 
alone ; it wiU not be repeated in eter- 
nity or ill hell : we may therefore speak 
of it as a glorious offer to be received 
at one time and in one place, or for ever 

REJECTED. 

FEBRUARY 6. 

37. Daily conmiunion with God is 
the best antidote to a worldly fretful 
spirit I 

FEBRUARY 7. 

38. The Saviour cares for, and 
sympathizes with, every merriber of His 
mystical body, as though He had no 
others to care for. This is beautifully 
illustrated by the affectionate interest 
which He manifested towards His mother 
as He hung on the cross, while He was 
engaged in redeeming the world. 
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FEBRUARY 8. 

39. The man who enjoys a full 
faith will find Christ a full Saviour. 

FEBRUARY Q. 

40. A presumptuous sinner is an 
undoubted madman. 

FEBRUARY lO. 

41. As the believer sits at the foot 
of the cross, whUe he mourns over his 
sins, he is enabled to rejoice in the 
finished work of the Saviour : he 
sorrows that his sanctification is as yet 
incomplete, and at the same time rejoices 
that his justification is already com- 
plete, and in the certainty that his 
sanctification will be. 

FEBRUARY II. 

42. If we remember God, He will 
not forget us. 
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FEBRUARY 12. 

43. The man who mocks God by 
cherishing the idea that he can deceive 
Him, wiU at length find to his cost that 
he has been mocking and befooling 
himself! ((roZ. vi. 7.) 

FEBRUARY 1 3. 

44. Christians not only know that 
" all things work together for good to 
them that love God," but they are often, 
in His good providence, permitted to 
live long enough to realize that their 
greatest afflictions have been their 
greatest mercies. 

FEBRUARY 14. 

45. It is passing strange that there 
should be such intimate connection 
between man's devotions and God's deci- 
sions: witness — Noah's sacrifice and 
God's resolve. {Gen. viii. 20-22.) 
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FEBRUARY 1 5. 

46. It requires divine teaching to 
enable a man fully to understand the 
two monosyllahles — sin and grace ! 

FEBRUARY 1 6. 

47. It is a fact worthy of special no- 
tice, that the principal miraculous facts 
recorded in the Old Testament, — such 
as the Deluge, Balaam's a^s speaking, 
Daniel in the den of lions, and Jonah 
in the whale's belly, — are severally men- 
tioned by our blessed Lord and His 
apostles, as though it were intended 
that this douhh divine seal should con- 
firm the Church in its belief of them, 
despite the scoffs and sneers of modem 
infidelity. 

FEBRUARY 1 7. 

48. Prayer is the key which un- 
locks the door of heaven, and bolts the 
gates of hell 1 
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FEBRUARY 1 8. 

49. The man who waits on Grod 
will, in his experience, find that God 
has been constantly waiting on him in 
providence and grace, 

FEBRUARY IQ. 

50. The child of God must not only- 
wait on his heavenly Father, but wait 
for Him ; he must wait on Him, seek- 
ing His guidance and blessing ; wait 

for Him, confidently expecting both. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

51. The prosperous man should be 
a prayerful man ! 

FEBRUARY 21. 

52. The minister who occupies a 
post of great labour in Christ's vineyard 
will wear a bright crown in His Tdng- 
dom. 
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FEBRUARY 22. 

53. It is a great mercy to be en- 
abled to see a mercy. 

FEBRUARY 23. 

54. A true Christian is one who 
really is in the sight of God what he 
professes to be before men. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

55. Beason, in its most cultivated 
form, is not sufficient in itself to give 
mankind a right knowledge of God. 
Athens was full of reasoners^ Jmt it was 
also full of altars, aad the very inscrip- 
tion on one of them, " To the unkffuywn 
God," testified the insufficiency of rea- 
son without Divine revelation. 

FEBRUARY 25. 

56. The preacher's greatest joy is 
to exalt Christ and save souls. 
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FEBRUARY 26. 

57. It is a vast responsibility to Uve 
under the fuU Kght of God's completed 
revelation, and if we do not receive the 
Gospel, so full of comfort in itself, and 
attested as it is by so many proofs of 
its divine origin, (mr condemnation will 
he just indeed. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

58. The love of God in Christ is 
the surest source of substantial and 
everlasting happiness. 

FEBRUARY 28. 

59. The wheels of divine providence 
are so marvellously connected one with 
the other, that it is not too much to 
say that the beUever, who is most 
observant of the ways of God, cannot 
judge of all the bearings and purposes 
of even a single act of His providence. 
(Witness Joseph and Paul's history.) 

B 
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MARCH I. 

60. It is not enough to believe that 
(rod is; we must believe in Him as 
He has revealed Himself to us in His 
word. 

MARCH 2. 

61. The best scholar in Christ's 
school is the man whose faith staggers 
not at the Master's words, be they 
never so far beyond his ken. 

MARCH 3. 

62. The rejection of the good news 
of the Cross by the greater bulk of 
mankind is a terrible and gigantic proof 
of human depravity 1 

MARCH 4. 

63. Christ is the ordy way^ — the 
foundation, breadth, and length of the 
way, which leads from "the city of 
destruction" to " the gates of Zion." 
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MARCH 5. 

64. Damnation is a new thing as 
fax as man is concerned ; it is God's 
"strange work." It is only old as it 
refers to the fallen angels, for whom it 
was prepared. {Isaiah xxviii. 21.) 

MARCH 6. 

65. It is of God's sovereign grace 

that sinners are spared a single day I 

Why should He tolerate an enemy in 

His universe ? 

MARCH 7. 

66. The most enduring eloquence is 
that of a life devoted to God's service. 
{Heh. xi. 4.) 

MARCH 8. 

67. Sorrow, as the consequence of 
sin, has been branded on the forehead 
of humanity, by the hand of a righteous 
God, and that so deeply , that no devices 
of man can possibly remove its mark. 
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MARCH 9. 

68. That God is a sin-forgiving God 
is an inspired argument for man ceasing 
to sin, (1 John i. 9 ; ii. 1.) Unspeak- 
ably awful then must be their position 
who sin " that grace may abound." 

MARCH 10. 

69. The greatest saints are often 
the greatest sufferers. 

MARCH II. 

70. That part of our estate is best 
invested, and wiU bring us the largest 
interest, which is consecrated to the 
service of God. 

MARCH 12. 

71. He is the best preacher who 
approaches nearest to Christ's model. 

MARCH 13. 

72. In the Lord's vineyard, he 
works best who prays most. 
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MARCH 14. 

73. The doctrine of "final perse- 
verance" as revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures, does not tend to encourage 
mobfls pride y but to increase God! s praise. 

MARCH 15. 

74. Our love of God is an evidence 
of our interest in that salvation which 
has its origin in God's love to us. 

MARCH 16. 

75. The best lessons are often 
learnt upon a bed of sickness. 

MARCH 17. 

76. We never give up worldly- 
pleasures, or recreations of doubtful ten- 
dency, without being abundantly com- 
pensated by the increased sense of the 
divine presence in our souls. 
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MARCH 1 8. 

^1. One's heart sickens to hear 
men talk so much of the difficulties of 
revelation ! / Every household has its 
secrets, every cabinet has its secrets, 
and surely the Court of Heaven ought 
not to be expected to make known all 
its counsels, — ^besides, the finite cannot 
understand the infinite ! 

MARCH 19. 

78. This world is the purif)ring 
furnace of God's people,— its cares are 
the fires, its sorrows the fuel. Better, 
however, to endure the purifying fur- 
nace here^ than the destroying fire here- 
after. We must not mind the furnace 
of affiction, if God has but chosen us in 
it ; for there is such a thing as walk- 
ing in the fires of care and sorrow, like 
the Hebrew youths at Babylon, with 
the Son of God in our midst. 
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MARCH 20. 

79. Our devotion to God will always 
insure God's devotion to us. 

MARCH 21. 

80. Life is short ; but *it is rendered 
douhly short by its uncertainty 1 

MARCH 22. 

81. The trials and afflictions of 
beUevers are often great indeed ; but 
compared with those of "the Man of 
Sorrows" — ^their divine Master — they 
are only as the gently falling rain after 
the terrible thunderstorm. 

INARCH 23. 

82. The consecration of ourselves 
to God is of all reasonable duties the 
most reasonable. 

MARCH 24. 

83. With God for our Friend, we 
need fear no foe 1 
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MARCH 25. 

84. The Bible, having the God of 
truth for its Author, will certainly be 
proof against the most searching scru- 
tiny; but its revelations are so much 
beyond our ken, that, to read it with 
profit, we must not have the microscope 
of criticism in the one hand, without 
the telescope of faith in the other. 

MARCH 26. 

85. Broken Sabbaths often lead to 
broken hearts. 

MARCH 27. 

86. Our good works will not open 
to us the door of heaven, but they will, 
through grace, affect our place when we 
have been admitted there ; as one star 
differs from another star in glory, so 
there will be a difference in the reward 
of Christ's children : we should therefore 
not ordy seek salvation^ hut glorification. 
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MARCH 28. 

87. The believer who takes the 
highest view of the value of the Bible 
as a divine revelation, will find the 
greatest joy in its truths. The royal 
psalmist says : " My heart standeth in 
awe of Thy word," and yet immediately 
adds : " I rejoice at Thy word, as one 
that findeth great spoil." {Ps. cxix. 
161-2.) 

MARCH 29. 

88. God's most devoted servants are 
often placed where we may least expect 
to find them, and when there He makes 
some of His choicest revelations to 
them : it was thus with the beloved 
apostle at Patmos ! 

MARCH 30. 

89. The Bible contains all that is 
Tiecessary for the warning and encour- 
agement of the sinner, and for the 
instruction and edification of the saint. 
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MARCH 31. 

90. The Bible is not only valuable 
as the Book which alone points to 
happiness in another wovld, but it is 
the best guide to the performance of 
our duty in this. 

APRIL I. 

91. Christ is the foundation and 
top-stone of His spiritual temple — ^the 
church of the redeemed ; but he is also 
"a stone of stumbling and rock of 
offence " to those who reject Him. He 
is the stone which, in the divine sling, 
will be hurled with unerring skiU in 
the great day of account, against all 
the Goliaths who have opposed Him 
and His truth — the stone which will 
grind all His foes to powder 1 

APRIL 2. 

92. Man is the greatest opposer of 
his own happiness 1 
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APRIL 3. 

93. God's word standeth sure : " the 
gates of hell " shall not prevail against 
the Church of Christ. The combined 
efforts of men and devils are not suffi- 
cient to frustrate the purpose of Jeho- 
vah. Men may as well attempt to 
prevent the rays of the sun from reach- 
ing our world, as endeavour to arrest 
the progress of divine truth among 
men. 

APRIL 4. 

94. When we take a calm view 
(such as we do when on our knees in 
the closet) of the world as it is — ^with 
its open rebellion against God, and its 
overwhelming torrents of sin, we axe 
struck with amazement that the Spirit 
of God should brood over such a pol- 
luted chaos, and, through the everlast- 
ing Gospel, say " Peace be still." 
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APRIL 5. 

95. He who has God's blessing is 
rich indeed : the divine fevour is the 
best treasure. 

APRIL 6. 

96. We may not take " our ploughs, 
our plots, or our pleasures"* to the 
house of prayer, but we should always 
do well to take our prayers to our 
ploughing; for labour without prayer 
is presumption, and prayer without 
work is blasphemy. 

APRIL 7. 

97. The great end of life should be 
the salvation of the soul, and the glory 
of God. 

APRIL 8. 

98. Christ's faithful servants wiU 
always find Him a faithful Master. {Rev. 
xix. 11.) 

* George Herbert's Clinrcli Porch. 
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APRIL 9. 

99. Men often find fault with the 
tevTm of salvation, as though God were 
a hard taskmaster : yet when He says 
" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christy and 
thou shalt he saved," He does but say 
" I will be King in My own universe ; 
mankind shall be saved in My way, and 
that way is simply by transferring to 
Me, in believing the scheme of redeeming 
love, the honour of which I was robbed 
by Adam and Eve, when they believed 
Satan rather than Myself." (Compare 
Gen. ii. 17. with Gen. iii. 4-6.) 

APRIL lO. 

100. Our heavenly Father often 
cares for men when they have no care 
for themselves : those, however, who 
have learnt to intrust Grod with their 
greatest care — ^the salvation of their soul 
— ^will easily, and well they may, trust 
Him with the smxdler cares of this life. 
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APRIL II. 

101. Just as God has provided 
objects around us which are pleasing 
Jd gratifying to our r^ural right, so 
the Holy Spirit, when He opens the 
spiritual eyes of a man, presents objects 
s^table to his new understanding,- 
"He takes of the things of Christ^^ 
Christ's beauty, Christ's value, Christ's 
preciousness, Christ's work, — and ** shews 
them " to the believer. 

APRIL 12. 

102. Damnation is of man, salva- 
tion of God 1 

APRIL 13. 

103. It is possible for a man to be 
very rich in the view of men, but to be 
miserably poor before God; on the 
other hand, a man may be pitiably poor 
in the estimation of his fellow-men, but 
rich indeed in God's sight. {Rev. ii 9.) 
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APRIL 14. 

104. The attributes of Deity axe 
like a two-edged sword, which cuts 
every way ; He uses them for the pre- 
servation of His believing people, but 
for the destruction of His unbelieving 
foes. (Compare Numb. xvi. 30-32 with 
Acts xvi. 26). 

APRIL 15. 

105. Perhaps the highest Christian 
attainment is to have a will which for 
the most part coincides with the divine 
willy and which in the deepest trials 
enables the believer to follow the Man 
of Sorrows, who in Gethsemane said, 
" Not My will, but Thine be done." 

APRIL 16. 

106. " The Second death I " Who can 
contemplate its horrors, a death that 
is ever-living — a life that is ever-dying 1 
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APRIL 17. 

107. Every church will reflect in a 
greater or less degree the character of 
its minister. What a solemn responsi- 
bility then attaches to the pastoral 
office ; what a constraining motive this 
for the pastor closely following Christ : 
and for the flock praying that he may 
do so I 

APRIL 18. 

108. The history of our first parents 
Adam and Eve is, in a limited sense, 
acted over again in every family ; 
for no tongue can tell the powerful in- 
fluence for v^ecd or woe which fathers 
and mothers have upon their children. 



APRIL 19. 

109. The man who is rich in grace 
here, will be rich in glory hereafter. 
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APRIL 20. 

110. Church Service is not always 
divine worship. It is, alas ! possible for 
the pastor to officiate in the temple of 
God without real communion with the 
God of the temple, and the congrega- 
tion may have the " form of godliness '^ 
without its power. 

APRIL 21. 

111. God beautifies His people 
with the crown of hope here ; He wiU 
beautify them with the crown of glory 
hereafter. 

APRIL 22. 

112. It is, unhappily, too true that 
this world is "a vale of tears/' but, 
under the divine direction, the believer, 
even here, will reach the hase^ if no 
higher, of the delectable mountains of 
Zion, the smamit of which he will find 

in another world. 

c 
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APRIL 23. 

113. Preachers should be careful 
to defend the truths of the Gospel, 
with hearts imbued with its spirit, or 
their very defence of the truth may 
prove an offence to its progress. They 
need, in the discharge of their high 
office, the combined power of character 
which results from uniting the wisdom 
of the serpent with the boldness of the 
lion, and harmlessness of the dove. 

APRIL 24. 

114. If men would possess their 
souls in patience along the rough ways 
of this troublesome world, they must 
travel in the chariot oi faith. 

APRIL 25. 

115. To hold the name of Jesus is 
synonymous with holding the doctrine 
of Jesus ; the two were admirably 
conjoined in the Church of Pergamos. 
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APRIL 26. 

116. When men calling themselves 
theologians will be overvnse, and pass 
the boundary line of God's revealed 
wiU, their sublimest wisdom is but 
profound ignorance ! 

APRIL 27. 

117. Union with Christ is the only 
true source of happiness. 

APRIL 28. 

118. It is well worthy of remark, 
that the soul, — that part of us which is 
like God, — ^is, like God Himself, past 
our finding out ! 

APRIL 29. 

119. The highest genius of man is 
as powerless to devise anything for the 
salvation of the soul, as it is to save 
the body when under the influence of 
a mortal disease. 
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APRIL 30. 

120. The Gospel is the best possible 
appliance for advancing the interest of 
mankind ; for while it regenerates the 
individual^ it inclines him and lays 
him under the greatest obligation to 
benefit, as he may be able, his fellow 
man; hence the true Christian is the 
best philanthropist. 



MAY I. 

121. The Word of God is a true 
mirror, which reflects the world and the 
church as they really are, and shews 
their relationsiip to ih other. 

MAY 2. 

122. K men will not be saved by 
the salvation of Christ, there is no 
alternative but that they must be lost 
in the damnation of the devil. 



SCATTERED SEED. 37 

MAY 3. 

123. There is a mighty difference 
between the sacrifice for sin, and the 
sinner's sacrifice. The former Christ 
offered once for all; the latter is re- 
peated by every beHever in every age, 
—the sacrifice of thanksgiving and 
praUe,-the unbloody offe^ of ii^ 
self to God — ^an evidence of his accept- 
ance of, and interest in, the only sacri- 
fice for sin. {Heh. x. 10, Rom. xii. 1.) 

MAY 4. 

124. When afflictions are sanctified 
means to a sanctified end, they are 
blessings in disguise. 

MAY 5. 

125. Some of the believer's hap- 
piest moments have been those which 
he has spent as a sick lamb in the Good 
Shepherd's arms. 
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MAY 6. 

126. It is remarkably suggestive of 
man's spiritual impotence, and the divine 
origin of the Gospel, that while he is 
constantly applying his mental powers 
to those things which add to the com- 
forts of life and advance civilization, 
he has never discovered anything which 
really aflfects his soul's comfort. 

MAY 7. 

127. The doctrines of grace are the 
very life-hlood of the soul. 

MAY 8. 

128. It is a blessed experience to 
be enabled, when our back is smarting 
under our heavenly Father's chastening 
rod, to look up to Him with unabated 
confidence, assured that He doeth all 
things well. 
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MAY 9. 

129. There are many lessons which 
are only learnt in the school of afl&ic- 
tion ; — and even there WQ prove very 
inapt scholars, unless God Himself 
condescend to be our teacher. 

MAY 10. 

130. That the love of sin blinds 
our moral vision, and blunts our better 
judgment, is manifest from the fact 
that the divine expostulations and 
invitations of the Bible are so little 
heeded, although when God says, " Turn 
unto Me and Uve," He does but ask us 
to consult our own happiness. 

MAY II. 

131. The divine declai-ation that 
" the Seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpents head'' {Gen. iii. 15), is the 
leading text of the Bible, and the rest 
of the Word of God is but a mighty 
sermon upon it. 
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MAY 12. 

132. Every believer should be en- 
gaged in some definite work for his 
Master's glory : it is not well to go to 
heaven alone, we should remember it is 
written, " Let him that heareth, say, 
Come ! " 

MAY 13. 

133. The Christian Church is a 
gigantic school ! Believers of varied 
attainments and experience form the 
difierent classes; the Holy Spirit is 
the Great Teacher, and His wondprful 
work is to fit His inapt scholars for 
their future places in the household of 
God in the eternal world. 

MAY 14. 

134. There is no joy comparable 
with that which flows from the light 
of God's countenance shining on the 
soul! 
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MAY 15. 

135. It is our privilege to come 
boldly to the throne of grace ; it must, 
however, be with the filial boldness 
inspired by confidence in our Father's 
wordy not with the presumptuous daring 
of the sinner. 

MAY 16. 

136. The establishment of the heart 
with grace is the best antidote to our 
being deceived by " divers and strange 
doctrines." {Heh. xiii. 9.) 

MAY 17. 

137. There will be a fearful re-echo- 
ing of neglected sermons at the day of 
judgment I 

MAY 18. 

138. To love Christ, and to be loved 
by Christ, is an that is reaJly necessary 
for this life, and that which follows it 1 



42 SCATTERED SEED. 

MAY 19. 

139. We should not put off our re- 
ligion with our Sunday clothes I 

MAY 20. 

140. The Bible is in every way a 
Booh beyond human conception; not 
only are its doctrines divine, but its 
very framework is stamped with the 
divine seal. Men have planned volumes 
which should be written by many au- 
thors; but when have they conceived 
one which should be written by learned 
and unlearned, in many diflferent climes, 
and above all, in so many different ages, 
that its very authorship extends over 
not less than 1200 years ? 

MAY 21. 

141. He will bear his own cross 
best who has a Aearf-acquaintance with 
the cross of Christ. 
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MAY 22. 

142. Divergence from the path of 
rectitude by the smallest angle, may 
ultimately lead us as far from holiness 
as hell is from heaven I 

MAY 23. 

143. "The peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding," is an elixir 
which the Great Physician only can 
administer. 

MAY 24. 

144. The beUever's refuge in trou- 
ble is the very footstool of God's 
throne ; God Himself is his hiding- 
place. {Jer xvii. 12.) 

MAY 25. 

145. When God calls upon us to 
*^ consider our ways" it is that the con- 
sideration of them may lead us to con- 
sider His ways. 
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MAY 26. 

146. We must make known our 
wants unto God in prayer, not because 
He does not already know them all, 
but because He would have us shew 
that we know them ourselves. 

MAY 27. 

147. Things which the world most 
highly values, and that justly, when 
brought to the touchMone of truth — 
God^s wordy and viewed in the light of 
eternity, become as nothing compared 
to the soul's priceless value. 

MAY 28. 

148. As there are pruning seasons 
in the natural world, so there are in the 
spiritual ; and not unfrequently the 
Divine Gaxdener is constrained neaxly 
to destroy the life of the body to save 
the soul. 
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MAY 29. 

149. Of all counterfeits, counterfeit 
religion is the worst; it excites the 
disgust of men, and provokes the anger 
of God ; it is soul-destrojdng 1 

MAY 30. 

150. The services of the Church of 
England are admirably calculated to 
bring before us the great events of 
Christ's life, upon which the character- 
istic doctrines of Christianity are hinged ; 
this is an especial blessing, for we may 
rest assured, that they who follow Christ 
in the spirit ^ and not simply in the letter 
of these services, from Bethlehem to 
Calvary, will also follow him &om Cal- 
vary to glory. 

MAY 31. 

151. Whatever is touched by the 
finger of pride is defiled. 
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JUNE 1. 

152. We can only worship Gk)d 
worthily and acceptably when we 
earnestly seek His grace to enable ns 
to do so. 

JUNE 2. 

153. There is a terrible possibility 
of men having aU the outward forms of 
religion without being religious; this 
very possibility ^ however, constitutes 
part of our earthly probation. 

JUNE 3. 

154. The man who has genuine 
faith in Christ, wiQ daily be assimilat- 
ing to the character and mind of Christ. 

JUNE 4. 

155. Sin is an apple of discord 
hurled into our world, whose baneful 
and poisonous influences are seen and 
felt everywhere. 
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JUNE 5. 

156. Affliction not only tests the 
reality of our own religion, but it also 
gives proof that the religion of Jesus 
is the power of God for consolation as 
well as salvation. 

JUNE 6. 

157. Diligence in business alone is 
serving mammon ; but diligence in 
business, united with fervency of spirit, 
is " serving the Lord^ 

JUNE 7. 

158. We cannot remember God too 
ofteriy or begin to remember Him too 
soon ! 

JUNE 8. 

159. The highest honour on earth 
is to be a Christian indeed, and the 
highest honour in heaven is to receive 
the Christian's reward. 
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JUNE 9. 

160. While temptations are no proof 
of the divine favour being withheld, — 
the divine favours must not be regained 
as an assurance that sore temptations 
will not assault the soul. (See Matt. 
iii. 17, and iv. 1.) 

JUNE 10. 

161. This life is but the childhood 
of knowledge, eternity the manhood. 

JUNE II. 

162. God's word is the best receipt 
book for the maladies of the soul. 
There is no other 1 

JUNE 12. 

163. The man who really loves God, 
will love His word, His minister, His 
house, His sabbath, and His people, 
but above all, His Christ. 
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JUNE 13. 

164. As the air we breathe is an 
universal necessity to the health of the 
body, so is faith to the health of the 
soul. Faith is a cordial for every 
ailment, an elixir for every sorrow, a 
cure for every wound, strength for 
every weakness, a tree that blossoms 
summer and winter, in aU conditions of 
the soul ; it is a principle which grows 
stronger as bodily strength decays, 
often strongest, as it need be, in death ! 

JUNE 14. 

165. The reHgion of vast numbers 
is, like the barometer, as variable as 
the weather. 

JUNE 15. 

166. He only will value aright sin's 
cure, who understands the nature of 
the sinner's sore. 

D 
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JUNE 1 6. 

167. Without feith in God and His 
revelation the world is a mystery which 
we could never fathom, — a loch — a key 
to open which, we could never find ; no 
theory of phaosophers ever did unravel 
it;£^deiLdingth^ 

cise this principle towards Himself, 
God is only requiring us to yield Him 
what we L Lly bestowi^ on our 
fellow-mortals. 

JUNE 17. 

168. As certain as the righteous 
will have their reivard, so sure is it 
that sinners will have their wages. 

JUNE 18. 

169. When sinners reach hell, it is 
too late to pray ; the prayers of the 
lost are never answered, — ^that of Dives 

was not 1 
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JUNE 19. 

170. Time, as compared with eter- 
nity, is as a drop of water in the ocean ; 
yet what mighty consequences hinge 

upon it ! 

JUNE 20. 

171. They who hope to sit at Jestis' 
feet in heaven, will often be sitting at 
the foot of His cross on earth. 

JUNE 21. 

172. All men enjoy the light of the 
natural sun ; believers only the light of 
" the Sun of Eighteousness." 

JUNE 22. 

173. God can never be the gainer 
by our services, and therefore He can 
never be made our debtor by them ; it 
is of His grace only that our works 
will be rewarded, as well as our soub 
saved. 
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JUNE 23. 

174. The days of man are three- 
score years and ten ! What a contrast 
to His years "who inhabiteth eter- 
nity I'* yet worm man too often cavils at 
His revelation, whose ways are past 
finding, except so far a^ He has thought 
fit to reveal them. 

JUNE 24. 

175. The foundation truths of 
Christianity are mysteries indeed. (1 
Tim. iii. 16.) Like the foundations of 
buildings, they are out of our sight, 
beyond the sphere of mere reason, yet 
upon them we must rest, if we would 
raise the beautiful superstructure of a 
holy life. 

JUNE 25. 

176. The surest way to insure 
exaltation, is to sit humbly at the feet 
of Jesus. 
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JUNE 26. 

177. Believer! dost thou wonder 
Jesus does not take thee from this 
wearisome world to Himself? ** All 
is well r It is for thy good and His 
glory that for a while thou shouldest 
be bodily absent from Him, and He 
spiritually present with thee! (See 
Lake viiL 38, 39.) 

JUNE 27. 

178. The righteousness of Christ is 
the only covering for the sinner from 
the wrath of heaven. 

JUNE 28. 

179. Duty is the Christian's, as 
well as the patriot' s, watchword I 

JUNE 29. 

1 80. There are many who go to hell 
with the Bible in their hands 1 
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JUNE 30. 

181. Actions good and laudable in 
themselves may be rendered unaccept- 
able to God by our own estimate of 
them t 

JULY I. 

182. True humility has its seat in 
the heart; and as the life-blood flows 
thence to every part of the body, so 
humility, teking its rise there, extends 
itself to the spiritual system, and gives 
grace to the whole soul. 

JULY 2. 

183. The wrath of the Lamb of 
God wiU be something indescribable ! 

JULY 3. 

184. In proportion as a sermon is 
saturated with the Word of God, in 
such proportion is it suited to the 
spiritual wants of man. 
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JULY 4. 

185. God's grace is in its very- 
nature generative: the man whose 
heart is really under its heavenly in- 
fluence is led on from one spiritual 
attainment to another, till the Saviour's 
likeness is reflected in his soul. 

JULY 5. 

186. In heaven there is nothing 
earthly, sensual, devilish: its atmo- 
sphere is love, its light the radiance of 
the divine glory, its music the sound 
of angel's voices and ethereal harps, 
its joy such as God gives, and never 
takes away. 

JULY 6. 

187. The pleasures of sin are dearly 
bought,— often with the ruin of bodily 
health in this world, and the loss of 
eternal happiness in the next. 
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JULY 7. 

188. As men grow in the know- 
ledge of the purity of God's will, they 
become more alive to their own sinful- 
ness ; in a word, the more men know 
of God's holiness^ the more they know 
of their ovm depravity. 

JULY 8, 

189. God will be as just in the 
damnation of the lost, as in the salva- 
tion of the saved ! 

JULY 9. 

190. What men call " the uncertain- 
ties of life," are certaioties with God. 

JULY 10. 

191. Those who come to God must 
pass through the ante-chamber of 
prayer, as well as the lobby of repent- 
ance and faith. 
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JULY II. 

192. Popery seems to be the devil's 
way of doing his own work in Christ's 
name. 

JULY 12. 

193. The facts of Scripture must 
be regarded more than simple facts; 
there is a divine halo around them, 
within which we must get, or we shall 
fail to appreciate their real value. 

JULY 13. 

194. What a destruction will tiiat 
of the wicked be ! not a destruction by 
an enemy, but a Friend, — an earnest, 
true, and persevering Friend. The 
very love of God wUl heighten the suffer- 
ings of the lost ; — ^for he who has offcen 
besought them to " flee from the wrath 
to come " " will laugh at their calamity, 
and mock when their fear cometh !" 
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JULY 14. 

195. God's blessing is the best 
fortae I 

JULY 15. 

196. It is a strong delusion to sup- 
pose that only those who are guilty of 
open profanity and heinous crimes wiU 
be condemned at the day of judgment ; 

that the absence of the love of God in 
the heart will certainly meet with con- 
demnation. 

JULY 16. 

197. Every man has his Master in 
God! 

JULY 17. 

198. The irreligious not only reject 
the overtures of God in the Gospel, 
but they disbelieve the threatenings 
and denunciations of His wrath. 
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JULY 1 8. 

199. It is a wonderful ordering on 
Grod's part, that what is apparently so 
feeble a means — prayer — should contri- 
bute to so great an end — ^the securing 
the divine blessing. 

JULY 19. 

200. It is a great mercy to feel one- 
self a sinner, — ^a greater to know of 
Christ, the Saviour of sinners,— the 
greatest to enjoy His great salvation ! 

JULY 20. 

201. The believer's first duty and 
last privilege is to lean on Chriflt. 

JULY 21. 

202. All our duties are not strictly 
religious, but they should be performed 
in a religi(ms spirit ; religion must shew 
itself not only in the sanctuary, but in 
the duties of every-day life. 
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JULY 22. 

203. The true Christian, however 
humble his station in life, is rich in- 
deed ; there is a sense in which he pos- 
sesses " all things ^^^ and the foundation 
of his right is clearly put by St. Paul, 
when he says : " And ye are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's." (1 Cor. iii. 21-23.) 

JULY 23. 

204. It is easier to go to heaven 
amid the storms of adversity than in 
the simshine oi prosperity. 

JULY 24. 

205. The hopes of the worldling 
are contracted indeed ; they are at most 
bounded by the horizon of this world, 
a limit which may be much lessened by 
the uncertainty of this life; whereas 
the hopes of the Christian are as illimit' 
able as eternity ! 
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JULY 25. 

206. Great kbour for Christ will 
meet with great rewardyrom Christ. 

JULY 26. 

207. Christ is a stumbling'Stone to 
the unbeliever, over which he stumbles 
and finds himself at the very mouth of 
hell, while to the believer He is a 
stepptng-stone to the doors of heaven ! 

JULY 27. 

208. The Christian's joy takes root 
in his soul on earth, and blossoms in 
heaven. 

JULY 28. 

209. We have not done with time 
when time has done with us : years 
may be buried in the ocean of eternity, 
but they will rise again /o7* or against 
us. 
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JULY 29. 

210. The proofis of man's deep de- 
pravity axe, unhappUy, manifold and 
stupendous; but that which puts it, 
perhaps, in the strongest light, is the 
fact that when God came to man, in 
the person of His own Son, man 
rejected Him. 

JULY 30. 

211. Men who bear Christ's name 
should be characterized by Christ's 
spirit. 

JULY 31. 

212. The fear of God is the best 
guarantee for doing our duty to rrvan. 

AUGUST I. 

213. It is better to bear the scoffs 
of men and have the smile of Grod, 
than to enjoy the smile of men and 
endure the wrath of God ! 
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AUGUST 2. 



214. The end of sin is endless pun- 
ishment ! 

AUGUST 3. 

215. Never does man descend lower 
in the moral scale than when he rejoices 
to exalt himself at the expense of an- 
other's reputation. 

AUGUST 4. 

216. Men do not like to see them- 
selves as they really are ; they like to 
give themselves the lie, dreading to 
discern that they are more morally 
deformed than they wish to own. 

AUGUST 5. 

217. It is a dishonour to God to 
ojBfer Him the expiring wick of the 
candle of life : the whole of life's candle 
should be burnt out in God's service. 
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AUGUST 6. 

218. The only sectarianism of the 
Bible is the sectarianism of rectitude 
and righteousness. 

AUGUST 7. 

219. Christ gave His life that we 
may receive life ! 

AUGUST 8. 

220. It will be a great point to be 
in heaven at all, — a greater still to be 
near the throne ! 

AUGUST 9. 

221. No churchy however pure, — ^no 
pastor^ however truthful, — no hook^ 
however evangelical, will suffice for 
man^s guidance without the divine 
Spirit ; we must not therefore be con- 
tent with any teaching short of that 
of God the Holy Ghost. 
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AUGUST lO. 

222. Men are so infatuated in our 
days as to venture to put their own 
" I think " against the " ipse dixit " of 
the Almighty Himself — " Thus saith 
the Lord " ; or if they do not proceed 
so far as this, they put the Word of 
God under the bushel of their own 
pride, in order that the flickering Ught 
of reason may shine the brighter. 

AUGUST II. 

223. There is a prepared place in 
heaven for every prepared soul I 

AUGUST 12. 

224. The man who loves that which 
is good, will in some way or other be 
doing good. 

AUGUST 13. ' 

225. This life is the seed-time of 
eternity! 

E 
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AUGUST 14, 

226. He who is loyal to the " King 
of kings " will prove himself the best 
subject of an earthly sovereign. 

AUGUST 15. 

227. The man who fears God is the 
only truly prosperous man. 

AUGUST 16. 

228. Not to be saved is to be lost ! 
and to be an almost Christian is only 
to be altogether lost ! 

AUGUST 17. 

229. There is such a spiritual con- 
nection between faith and love^ that 
unless we buUd up ourselves in our 
faith, our love waxes cold. "Believe,'' 
says Archbishop Leighton, "and ye 
shall love; believe much, and ye shall 
love much" 



SCATTERED SEED. 67 

AUGUST 1 8. 

230. Souls must indeed be precious 
in the sight of Christ : He, and He 
alone, is the spiritual Physician, whose 
qualification for office was bought by 
the sacrifice of His own life I 

AUGUST 19. 

231. True religion is a vital matter, 
it changes the inner life of a man ; the 
scheme of redeeming love was intended 
to efiect something more than a patch- 
work salvation — ^it produces a radical 
change in those who are the subject 
of it, "If any man be in Christ Jesus, 
he is a new creature." 

AUGUST 20. 

232. All our prayers should be 
marked by unflinching faith, incessant 
perseverance, vastness of desire, and 
earnest expectation, 

AUGUST 21. 

233. The grand secret of spiritual 
strength is Uving near to God I 
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AUGUST 22. 

234. Prayer is the golden buckle 
which keeps together the various parts 
of the ClLil armo^the coLu- 
nion of the soul on earth with the God 
of souls in heaven — ^the outpouring of 
a heart to the Searcher of hearts — ^the 
returning of the spirit in a high sense 
to God who gave it — ^the breath, the 
pulse, the very life of the inner man — 
the aspiration of the heart finding vent 
through the tongue : prayer takes the 
soul up to God and brings God's bless- 
ing down to us I 

AUGUST 23. 

235. He only trvly lives who lives 
to God ! 

AUGUST 24. 

236. We often condemn that sin 
in others in which we are indulging 
with the greatest complacency ourselves. 
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AUGUST 25. 

237. The sinner's peace is the peace 
of the maniac, who in his raving mad- 
ness persuades himself that he is a 
ruling monarch, while he is, perhaps, 
clothed in rags, and confined within 
the walls of an asylum. The sinner's 
security is that of a murderer, who is 
only a hair's breadth from the pursuer's 
hand ; and the smner' a prosperity is but 
a species of intoxication which hastens 
his own ruin ! 

AUGUST 26. 

238. Our week-day practice should 
be in accordance with our Sahhath 

profession ! 

AUGUST 27. 

239. Christ is the great fountain 
whence for 1800 years streams of 
benevolence have flowed, to refresh 
the parched and arid ground of cursed 
humanity. 
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AUGUST 28. 

240. In the stupendous concern of 
salvation, Christ's ambassadors cannot 
depart from their Prince's commands, 
— marching orders must he observed. 
They must not spoil the divine message 
by mingling their (n(;n views with it. 

AUGUST 29. 

241. It is not uncommon for men 
to say they will make the best of this 
world, and should there he another^ they 
will do the saTne ; such characters, how- 
ever, forget that this world is a state 
of prohatioUy and the next will be, in 
their case, one of punishment ! 

AUGUST 30. 

242. The prayerless man is like a 
city without its guard— a garrison 
without its soldiers — a ship without 
its sails — a soldier without his armour I 
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AUGUST 31. 

243. Nothing is more contemptible 
than to make a show of our religion, 
yet nothing is more culpable or incon- 
sistent than not to show our religion at 
all! 

SEPTEMBER I. 

244. It is one thing to be called 
a Christian, quite another to 6e a 
Christian. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 

245« Few things displease the mass 
of mankind so much as their own 
spiritual portraits. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

246. Time itself — all time — ^is but a 
drop in the ocean of eternity ! What 
then is our t^ncertain life ? yet upon it 
hangs our everlasting weal or woe. . 
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SEPTEMBER 4. 

247. The man who does not strive 
to be honest to his God, has no guar- 
antee that he will be so to his neigh- 
bour, and he certainly cannot be honest 
to himself. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

248. Eternity will be a never-end- 
ing record of the way in which we 
have spent our tivne. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

249. How marvellous that the 
foundation for our happiness should be 
laid in the life and death of the Man 
of Sorrows ! 

SEPTEMBER 7. 

250. The fear of God is the surest 
stepping-stone to real advancement. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

251. Men in general are amazingly 
ignorant of themselves — God alone 
knows them well. 
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SEPTEMBER 9. 

252. We shall know more of the 
Bible in heaven than we do on earth ; 
" the Word of the Lord endureth for 
eveVy^ and eternity itself will serve to 
reflect its glories. 

SEPTEMBER lO. 

253. He who seeketh first the 
kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness shall at last find the truth of 
Christ's Word— "He that liveth and 
believeth in Me shall never dieJ' 

SEPTEMBER II. 

254. If it be so delightful to know 
Christ only hy faith, what will be the 
joy of seeing 'Him face to face ? 

SEPTEMBER 12. 

255. Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus can wash out the deep stmn 
which sin has made on the soul. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 3. 

256. The hours of our darkest sor- 
rows are not unfrequently the seasons 
when the light of Gk>d's countenance 
shines hynghtest on our souls. 

SEPTEMBER 1 4. 

257. Sin has separated man from 
God by a gulph which is wide as the 
spheres, and deep as hell— a gulph 
which would have been throughout 
eternity impassable, had not the infinite 
grace and mercy of God in Christ Jesus 
bridged it over. 

SEPTEMBER 1 5* 

258. The very invitations of the 
Bible seem worthy of God: — ^they 
make no distinction in humanity — 
they proceed upon the assumption that 
all are under a common curse — they 
do not recognise distinction and rank, 
their language is, "Whosoever urilly 
let him take the water of life freely.'' 
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SEPTEMBER 1 6, 

259. Appointments between man 
and man may be broken^ and often are ; 
— but not so God's appointments with 
men : for whether they will or no, they 
are constrained by a power which they 
cannot control, to abide by His ap- 
pointment, as to death and jtidgment ! 

SEPTEMBER 1 7. 

260. While true piety is the best 
and most ornamental accomplishment, 
it profits for both worlds. 

SEPTEMBER 1 8. 

261. There is before men : — joy 
unspeakable, or endless woe ; the crown 
of glory, or prison-irons of hell ; the 
river of pleasure or fiery lake ; ftdness 
of happiness, or satiety of misery ; the 
smiles of Christ, or the laugh of devils ; 
the company of just men made perfect, 
or the society of the damned ; life, or 
death ; heaven, or hell ! What is your 
choice f 
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SEPTEMBER IQ. 

262. The religion of Jesus supplies 
us with the materials for the most 
enduring satisfaction, sublimest plea- 
sures, and brightest hopes. 

SEPTEMBER 20. 

263. The Gospel is the despised 
sling and stone, which, in the hand of 
every humble believing David, slaugh- 
ters our spiritual Goliaths — ^the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. 

SEPTEMBER 21. 

264. God's judgments cannot he re- 
sisted! we may as well attempt to 
stop the sun in its path, stay the 
waves of the sea, turn the course of 
the wind, command the mountains to 
become plains, or declare ourselves 
stronger than God. 
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SEPTEMBER 22. 

265. Heaven without the presence 
of God as its 5wn, would be as the 
most beautiful landscape without the 
light of day. 

SEPTEMBER 23. 

266. The fire of religion must bum 
very dimly in our souls if it fail to 
warm ourselves by its consolation, and 
impart light to others by our example. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 

267. Death is a certain t^ricertainty ! 

SEPTEMBER 25. 

268. Devotedness to the service of 
Jesus and worldly prosperity are by 
no means antagonistic : indeed the one 
is, in the very nature of things, condu- 
cive to the other — Whence such promises 
as "Godliness has the promise of the 
life which now is" and the examples 
of men like Joseph and Daniel. 
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SEPTEMBER 26. 

269. The state of the world is such, 
that only an infinitely merciful God 
could look upon it and not cU once take 
summary vengeance ! 

SEPTEMBER 27. 

270. What a Physician is Christ ! 
He heals sinners by His own wounds, 
feeds them with Himself, "<Ae trnie 
bread/' and clothes them with the seam- 
less garment of His own righteousness. 

SEPTEMBER 28. 

271. The Bible is the best Book for 
both worlds. 

SEPTEMBER 29. 

272. The Bible does not profess to 
explain everything — ^it would be incon- 
sistent with its avowed condition of 
salvation hy faith. The ftdl blaze of 
divine truth would be unsuited to our 
imprisoned spirits and unhallowed 
souls. 
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SEPTEMBER 3O. 

273. If heaven be not fvll^ and hell 
empty, it cannot be laid to the charge 
of Christ I 

OCTOBER I. 

274. The man who takes no plea- 
sure in praying for others, has good 
reason for suspecting that he has never 
prayed earnestly even for hvrmelf. 

OCTOBER 2. 

275. There are no side-doors, no 
bjrways to heaven ; the man who 
attempts either will not only be dis- 
appointed, but will receive his portion 
in hell. Jesus says : — " I am the cfoor," 
and " I am the way.^^ 

OCTOBER 3. 

276. "The sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God," wielded 
by the hands of an ApoUos, is powerful 
enough to tear in pieces all false doc- 
trine, and destroy every "refuge of 
Ues !" 
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OCTOBER 4. 

277. Some men's sins are greatly 
multiplied. The Gospel is intended 
even for them ; God would not have 
such despair — if they seek Him, He 
will be found of them, and will multiply 
His pardon according to their needs. 

OCTOBER 5. 

278. Time present only is ours, 
tvaie future God's ! 

OCTOBER 6. 

279. If we do not periodically bur- 
nish our Christian armour with n£W 
efforts of faith, prayer, and religious 
exercises, it will grow rusty, and we 
ourselves become unequal to cope with 
our spiritual foes. 

OCTOBER 7. 

280. There is no place in the uni- 
verse so safe as the arms of Jesus. 
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OCTOBER 8. 

281. It is infinitely more honour- 
able to have ever so humble a place in 
the LamVs Book of Life, than to figure, 
however conspicuously, in human re- 
cords. 

OCTOBER 9. 

282. Adam was tempted in a beau- 
tiful garden of God's planting, with all 
the happiest surroundings, abundant 
provision for his hunger, the animals 
themselves afi'ording him pleasure ;— 
Christ, the second Adam, in the wil- 
derness, amidst the dreariest solitude, 
without food, and with the mild beasts. 

OCTOBER 10. 

283. There are " depths of Satan," 
as well as " deep things of God !" The 
former engulph us only to destroy, the 
latter but to cleanse us from our sins, 
and bathe us with a measure of the 
divine glory. 
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OCTOBER II. 

284. One of the greatest aids to 
our living holy lives is the constant 
realization of God's presence. 

OCTOBER 12. 

285. Believers occupy a high place 

in the affections of Jesus ; they should 

take care that He fills the highest place 

in theirs ! 

OCTOBER 13. 

286. The robe of Christian profes- 
sion is too often worn only as a cover 
for the deviV s livery ! 

OCTOBER 14. 

287. Not only will Jesus bestow re- 
wards on His people, but will Himself 
graciously become our greatest reward ! 
(Compare Rev. ii. 28, with xxii. 16.) 

OCTOBER 15. 

288. We need every day to wash 
our garments white in the fountain of 
God's providing, for the most saintly 
have their robes daily spotted by sin. 
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OCTOBER 1 6. 

289. The souls of believers often 
endure the wintry chill of doubt and 
fear, when, through a more careful 
culture, they may be budding out in 
all the beauty and joy of spring. 

OCTOBER 17. 

290. " The peace of God " is the 
best cordial for the human soul ; it is 
the result of the divine mind, and \b 
administered by the divine hand. 

OCTOBER 1 8. 

291. Men may as well stretch forth 
their hands, and attempt to pluck the 
sun from the firmament, as try to 
eradicate the hard facts of Christ's life 
from the region of true history ; God 
has planted around them a fortification 
with His own hands, and no human 
skill or stratagem can destroy it. 
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OCTOBER 19. 

292. The man who is in Christ, 
works ybr Christ, and cleaves to Christ, 
will spend eternity vdth Christ. 

OCTOBER 20. 

293. . Spiritual pride and spiritual 
ignorance are twin sisters ! 

OCTOBER 21. 

294. The doctrines of the Word of 
God are all-sufficient for our comfort, 
as its precepts are for our guidance. 

. OCTOBER 22. 

295. The day of judgment need not 
be an object of dread to those in whom 
the image of Christ is perfected. The 
believer's perfect love will cast out 

fear; the meeting therefore of Christ 
and the believer on the great day will 
be that of two friends , who will never 
more be separated ! 
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OCTOBER 23. 

296. None of us ever violate God's 
laws without leaving a stain upon our 
souls, which only the blood of Jesus 
can wash out. 

OCTOBER 24. 

297. A philosopher once said, if he 
could only have a fulcrum for his lever, 
he could move the world I In the 
spiritual world that fulcram is suppUed 
by the person and work of Jesus, while 
faith in Him is the lever. " Who^^ 
says St. John, ^^is he thai overcometh 
the world, hut he that helieveth that 
Jesus is the Son of God" 

OCTOBER 25. 

298. No man has power to damn 
another's sotd ; if therefore thy soul be 
lost, the sin is all thine own, the blame 
is in thyself alone ! 
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OCTOBER 26. 

299. Everything here is very un- 
certain ; it is well to have our hearts 
fixed upon a better home, to which we 
may go so soon and by so short a 
journey I 

OCTOBER 27. 

300. The Christian's life, as to its 
trials, is as the bush on Gre-burmr^, 
hut not consmned; or, like the three 
Hebrew youths in the midst of the 
Jlame, hut unhurt ! 

OCTOBER 28. 

301. The bitters of the Christian 
are better than the sweets of the world- 
ling ; the sweets of the worldling prove 
at last bitter as wormwood ; while the 
Christian's bitters become sources of 
comfort, sweet as honey and the honey- 
comb. {St. Matt. V. 11, 13 ; Bom. v» 3.) 
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OCTOBER 29. 

302. The man who finds Christ has 
first been found of Christ. 

OCTOBER 30. 

303. It is a fearful fact^ tl^at men 
wiU be content to join the Church of 
Christ, caU themselves Christians after 
His name, and even persevere in their 
profession, when they are really the 
enemies of Christ, id have no part 
or lot with Him. {Rev. iii. 9.) 

OCTOBER 31. 

304. If men will serve their lusts, 
they cannot serve the Lord ! 

NOVEMBER I. 

305. That man only understands 
the secret of true happiness who has 
received " the Gospel of the grace of 
God " in the hve of it. 
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NOVEMBER 2. 

306. The richest unbeliever is 
poorer than Lazarus, while the poor- 
est Christian is richer than Croesus I 

NOVEMBER 3. 

307. The sincere Christian is the 
truest gentleman. 

NOVEMBER 4. 

308. Learning may advance ever 
so far, it will never alter God's truth : 
it standeth sure, and is as immovable as 
God's universe ! 

NOVEMBER 5. 

309. Men only endeavour to get 
rid of the/octe of the Gospel, in order 
that they may do away with the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, for the facts and 
doctrines stand or fall together. 
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NOVEMBER 6. 

310. God's love is greats because it 
is Gbd's I 

NOVEMBER 7. 

311. Wherever Christ knocks, He 
ought to be let in as the rightful 
owner of the soul. Reader, He has 
OFTEN knocked at your heart ; have you 
yet let Him in ? Remember, He stands 
and knocks at your door, when you 
ought to be KNEELING and knocking at 
His! 

NOVEMBER 8. 

312. God's estimate of our charac- 
ter is the only true one I 

NOVEMBER 9. 

313. No man overcomes the world 
unless he receives strength ^rom, and 
be in union with Him, who has over- 
come the world. 
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NOVEMBER lO. 

314. The hope of the hypocrite 
fails when he needs it most^ but that 
of the true beUever grows stronger and 
brighter according to his need. 

NOVEMBER II. 

315. When Christ is not put in 
His rigU place, everything else goes 
wrong! 

NOVEMBER 12. 

316. This world is a moral wilder- 
ness ; the Gospel alone can make it a 
garden of the Lord. 

NOVEMBER 1 3. 

317. Hell is an asylum for those 
whose hearts are so maddened by sin 
that they wiU not accept the divine 
provision by which alone they may 
get to heaven: it will be an eternal 
Gtethsemane ! 
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NOVEMBER 1 4. 

318. If, as Young says, "A Chris- 
tian is a man of highest style" a mere 
professor of religion is the man of 
loiuest! 

NOVEMBER 1 5. 

319. The object of the Gospel dispen- 
sation is to get at man's heart by preach- 
ing DIVINE truth, that of Ritualism to 
reach it by symbols of human origin ! 

NOVEMBER 1 6. 

320. It is better to be spent out in 
the service of Christ, than worn out in 
the slavery of the devil. 

NOVEMBER IJ. 

321. The well-remembered words, 
" Let not your hea/rt he troubled^" are 
among Christ's consolatory admoni- 
tions ; they are also to be found among 
the devil's suggestions; take no heed 
to the latter, look well to the former. 
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NOVEMBER 1 8. 

322. If practical Christianity be 
duly analysed, the result is the highest 
common sense. 

NOVEMBER 1 9. 

323. The greatest luxury, and one 
within the reach of all^ is the luxury 
of doing good ! 

NOVEMBER 20. 

324. To be denied by Christ before 
the angels of God is equivalent to 
being confessed by Satan before the 
demons of hell. 

NOVEMBER 21. 

325. Business and religion are so fax 
from being antagonistic, that I will 
venture to say that, other things being 
equal, the religious man will invariably 
prove the best business man. (Bom. xii 
11.) 
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NOVEMBER 22. 

326. We cannot die in the faith of 
Jesus, without living hy it. 

NOVEMBER 23. 

327. The doctrines of Christ and 
Him crucified are the best ballast for 
the soul as it passes over " the waves 
of this troublesome world." 

NOVEMBER 24. 

328. The believer is a true man, 
because a new man ! 

NOVEMBER 25. 

329. What men understand by 
"pure deism" would possibly have 
sufl&ced for Adam before the fall; the 
doctrine of the Trinity and of the Cross 
are, however, necessary for the comfort 
of his descendants, who are all bom 
" children of wrath." 
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NOVEMBER 26, 

330. The wisest, have ever con- 
sidered this world as " a vale of tears." 
The inspired teach us to look to the 
world beyond the grave as a " river of 
pleasures ! " Blessed contrast ! 

NOVEMBER 27. 

331. Grod has established sudi an 
intimate connection between holy doc- 
trine and holy practice, that the most 
practical Christian will ever be the 
best judge of purity of doctrine. {Bom. 
vii. 2 ; St. John vii. 17.) 

NOVEMBER 28. 

332. Mankind have for ages been 
searching for the philosopher's stone ; 
it is, however, only to be found in the 
Gospel of Jesus, who is to men gene- 
rally such "a stone of stumbling," 
that few only find in Him the Truth. 
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NOVEMBER 29. 

333. It is often well to put our 
religion to the test by a seaxch- 
ing self-examination, asking ourselves 
whether it is such as we should be 
content to die with* 

NOVEMBER 30. 

334. If "delays are dangerous" in 
temporal things, they are infinitely 
more so in spiritual ! Procrastination 
is not only the thief of time, but of sovi& ! 

DECEMBER I. 

335. Riches are not covetously to 
be hoarded up for our pleasure, but 
prudently distributed for GocPs glory, 

DECEMBER 2. 

336. When things lawful in them- 
selves become inexpedient from circum- 
stances, the believer should not hesitate 
as to his duty respecting them. 
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DECEMBER 3. 

337. The teaching which shows 
that Christ's religion does not tend to 
make man really happy, is opposed to 
truth, and will not fail to generate 
hypocrisy. 

DECEMBER 4. 

338. Of aU profitable things, godli- 
ness is the most profitable, for it bene- 
fits us in hoth worlds I 

DECEMBER 5. 

339. There is but one way of man's 
coming to God, and that is by Christ ; 
and there is but one way by which 
Godls mercy flows to man, and that is 
through Christ. 

DECEMBER 6. 

340. The strongest Goliaths are laid 
low when God's chastening hand 
touches them ! 
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DECEMBER 7. 

341. He will ever be a dwarfish 
Christian who does not daily feed upon 
the Divine Word; men only become 
spiritual giants when they use spiritual 
food. 

DECEMBER 8. 

342. I do not ever remember see- 
ing it remarked that to Peter alone of 
all the apostles did our blessed Lord 
address, by way of rehukcy the very same 
words with which He warded off the 
devil : " Get thee behind me, Satan," — 
a fact which can hardly be reconciled 
with the Popish view of Peter's pri- 
macy. 

DECEMBER 9. 

343. Christ did not die upon a mere 
prohahility; He knew "His people" 
from all eternity ! 

G 
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DECEMBER lO. 

344. God's children, however they 
may be separated here both by time 
and place, will form one family in 
heaven. 

DECEMBER II. 

345. God has impressed uniform 
laws upon the physical world, which by 
the very unifonnity of their operations 
enable men of science to arrive at 
conclusions with unerring certainty— a 
circumstance which so blinds their eyes 
that they wrongly imagine they may 
judge with equal confidence of spiritual 
truths, forgetting that they know no- 
thing respecting them except what 
God has revealed for our faith to accept, 
not for our reason to question. 

DECEMBER 12. 

346. Man's present is ** to-day y^ his 
" to-m/yrrow " may be eternity I 
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DECEMBER 1 3. 

347. Self-denial is the first lesson 
to be learned in Christ's school, and the 
last in which we become perfect. 

DECEMBER 1 4. 

348. It is our bounden duty to 
bear the cross which God in His provi- 
dence has appointed to us, but we 
should take care not to increase its 
burden by making crosses of our ovm. 

DECEMBER 1 5. 

349. We should be as ready to offer 
praises for blessings recewed as to pray 
for those we need. 

DECEMBER 1 6. 

350. A Christian without trials is 
a contradiction in terms ; we may as 
well speak of a prayerless Christian as 
a trialless one. 
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DECEMBER 1 7. 

351. The faith of others ^ our natural 
parents and friends, may suffice to bring 
us into the fold of Christ — the visible 
Church ; but our personal faith alone 
wiU bring us to His arms 1 

DECEMBER x8. 

352. Independence is a word which 
the believer in the sovereign rule of 
the Lord Jesus Christ should not 
admit within his spiritual vocabulary ; 
at the same time, he is the only man 
who can with any fair show of reason 
lay claim to it, for with God on his 
side, what can he need ? who or what 
can harm him if the Almighty he his 
Friend ? 

DECEMBER 1 9. 

353. If we live in God's fear, we 
shall die in His favour I 
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DECEMBER 20. 

354. Death is the common enemy 
of us all ; but it is one thing to die and 
be saved, quite another to die and be 
damned ! 

DECEMBER 21. 

355. We must not meai^ure God by 
ourselves, — His mighty projects ex- 
tending over eternity with our puny 
schemes, which like ourselves are only 
of a day. 

DECEMBER 2 2. 

356. He will bear his own cross best 
who keeps his eyes fixed on Jesus as 
He bears His. 

DECEMBER 23. 

357. Christian hope is a tree which 
is deeply rooted in Calvary, blossoms 
on earth, and bears fruit in heaven ! 
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DECEMBER 24. 

358. Prayer brings us larger wages 
than anything else in which we engage ; 
it secures God's protection for the body, 
Christ's pardon of our sins, the Spirit's 
help for our souls, happiness in life, 
hope in death, and salvation in eternity. 
It is the spiritual telegraph which, 
when used aright, never fails to convey 
the sinner's petition to the ears of the 
Lord Grod Omnipotent. {St. James iv. 3.) 

DECEMBER 25. 

359. Time past, present, and future, 
is all one continual present to Him 
who is "the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever." 

DECEMBER 26. 

360. We must follow Jesus in His 
humiliation, if we would follow Him 
to glory ! 
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DECEMBER 27. 

36 !• Men pride themselves on be- 
ing judges of " profit and loss," yet how 
blind they generally are to the highest 
gain — the soul's salvation, and its 
greatest loss — its damnation ! 

DECEMBER 28. 

362. The primitive history of Chris- 
tianity may be thus briefly described : — 
Twelve men, for the most part un- 
learned, were opposed to the world, 
and the whole world opposed to the 
twelve, and yet the twelve conquered 
the world! Surely such a reflection 
must have a salutary eflfect upon every 
follower of Jesus. 

DECEMBER 29, 

363. Prayer and faith are two 
poioers, of which only the Christian 
knows the strength. 
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DECEMBER 30. 

364. Though the sinner travel never 
so far off in the wilderness of sin, and 
Gad be far off in the realms of glory, 
divine grace bridges over the yawning 
gulph, and sweetly invites and constrains 
the sinner to leave his dunghill in 
eocchange foi* a throne. 

DECEMBER 3 1. 

365. As we bear our cross, our 
Heavenly Father is often pleased to 
encourage us by granting us a glimpse 
of our crovrn. 
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